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Dative Predicatives: Russian in the Slavic Perspective 
 

Most Slavic languages share a feature first mentioned in [Ščerba 1928] for Russian, cf. also [Issačenko 

1965; Zimmerling 2018a] for comparable data from other Slavic languages: statal meanings linked with 

an animate subject are systematically expressed not by verbs or adjectives, but by special non-agreeing 

non-verbal words lacking non-predicative uses. This word class has been dubbed  ‘category of state’ in 

[Ščerba 1928] and ‘predicatives’ in [Issačenko 1955; 1965; Toporišić 2000; Žele, Uhlik 2016].  In 

traditional classifications of Slavic word classes advocated in [Švedova 1982; Apresjan 1985] elements 

like Russ.  мне грустно ‘I am sad’, lit. ‘to me is sad’, мне скучно ‘I find it boring’, lit. ‘to me is boring’ 

etc. are analyzed as derivatives of adverbs or adjectives. In the Ščerbian tradition, they are recognized as 

a separate part of speech [Vinogradov 1947]. 

Slavic predicatives take nominative, dative or accusative subjects. In a number of languages including 

Modern Russian, Slovenian, Ukrainian, Bulgarian, Macedonian, Serbian, there is an open class of 

predicatives licensing the dative-predicative structure (DPS), where the priority аrgument is case-

marked with dative. DPS predicatives and accusative predicatives from various Slavic languages are 

mentioned in [Mrazek 1987], but till recent time no lexicographic descriptions of DPS predicatives have 

been provided for any Slavic language. This gap has been filled by [Zimmerling 2017], which gives the 

estimates for the class of Russian DPS predicatives, and by the findings of the research group of the 

thematic workshop on dative predicatives organized at the XVI International Congress of Slavicists 

(Beograd 20-27.08.2018), cf. [Gradinarova 2018; Ivanova 2018; Kulinich 2018; Marić & Kerkez 2018; 

Mitkovska 2018; Petrova 2018; Uhlik 2018] which give the estimates for Bulgarian, Ukrainian, Serbian, 

Macedonian and Slovenian DPS predicatives. The results are based on the shared procedure including 

such successive steps as а) completion of a test questionnaire covering  DPS stimuli from 15 thematic 

groups, b) its application in the sociolinguistic experiment and c) testing corpus data.  

In my talk, I’ll focus on the language-specific and type-specific features of the Russian DPS construction 

compared to other Slavic languages. I argue that the general feature of all Slavic languages is the 

presence of the so called actant-oriented adjectival/attributive stems, from which dative predicatives 

are not derived: this feature feeds the semantic selectivity of the DPS construction [Zimmerling 2018b]. 

The cross-linguistic variation can be explained in terms of different DPS ontologies. If some Slavic 

language has a more broad DPS ontology than Russian, it means that the DPS construction in this 

language covers a bigger set of denotative situations. If some language has a more narrow DPS ontology 
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compared to Russian, it means that some lexical meanings expressed by the Russian DPS are not 

expressed by dative predicatives in this language.  
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